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«“ The question fo 
« Notes, payable on demand, which the Bank has 


« and Silver.’——Palne. 


r the people to ask, and the only question, is this: whether the quartity of Bank 


issued, be greater than the Bank can pay off in Gold 


“ (soz 





501) ae 
PAPER AGAINST GOLD: 
BEING AN EXAMINATION 
OF THE 
Report of the Bullion Committee: 
IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 
TO THE 
TRADESMEN AND FARMERS 
IN AND NEAR SALISBURY. 





Lerrer XIV. 


The Measures adopted by Parliament, in 
consequence of the Bank Stoppage—Names of 
the Bank Directors in 1797—King’s Mes- 
saye—Mr. Pitt’s motion for a Secret Com- 
mittee—Mr. Fox and other Members wished 
for an inquiryiinto thecause of the Stoppage 
— Mr. Pitt's motion carried by a great 
majority—List' of the Minority — Necessity 
of a Parlianientary. Reform — Manner . of 
appointing the Secret Committee + Names 
of the Committee— Restricted powers of -the 
Committee—= Reports from the Committce— 
Not a word said about the quantity of Gold 
and Silver’ iw the Bank—Mr. Paine’s as- 
sertion about’ the inability of the Bank. to 
pay in Gold and Silver—No attempt made 
to disprove this assertionsMr. Pitt's, Sir 
Joht Mitford’s, and Lord Hawkesbury's 
assertions—Mr. Grey not satisfied with the 
evidence produced e the Committee —Mr. 
Sheridan’s answer to Lord Harokesbury. 

Gentlemen, | 

Ihave now to beg your attention to a 
very unportant part-of our subject-; name- 
ly, the measures, which, by way of remedy, 
were adopted by the Parliament, in con- 
sequence of the ran upon the Bank. and 
Le opRage of Gold and Silver payments 

@. | 
4 . 

The Letter immediately preceding this 

oe hy ssion of at 
oge of the way, in which the Bank 
Directors and the Minister had gone to 


Par 


ho 
—" ~ 


knows | 


Work, in. order to prepare the way for the-} delay, the méasure 
liamentary Measures which Were to Tiscts which might be occasioned by the 


follow. You were there placed behind 
the curtain; yeu saw ail ihe actors intheir 
natural persons ;* all the paints, patches, 
cloaks and visors; all the trap-doors, 
pullies, pegs and wires. You not only 
saw the Resolving and Subscribing show 
acted, but you saw it got up; you saw 
the Showman and all his people busy in 
making their preparations; and, after that, 
you were let in to the rehearsal. 


In Letter XII, at page 675, you have 
seen how the matter was first brought be- 
fore the Parliament, on Monday the 27th 
of February, 1797, in the form of a Mes- 
‘sage from the King; and, you have seen, 





_* Truth and Justice demand, that, as 
‘far as possible, the NAMES ofall the per- 
‘Sons; who took an active part, upon this 
memorable occasion, should be recorded. 
Parliament may yet révise the measures of 
that day; and, then, the names of all the 
parties, immediately concetned, ought to 
be known, and must be known.———From 
‘this opifion it is that I insert here the 
names. of the persons who were the Dr- 
rectors of the Bank of England, at the 
time when the Stoppage took place, and 
| amongst them we find our friend, Brook 
Warson, who was, as we have séen, in the 
| Chair at the Mansion House Meeting. 


Thomas Raikes,—— Governor. - 


K 





Samuel Thornton, Deputy Governor. 
Thomas Boddington. Job Mathew. 
Samuel Bosanquet. Sir Richard Neave. 


Alexander Champion. Joseph Nutt. 
Edward Darell. John Pearse. 


Thomas Dea, George Peters. 
George Dorrien. Charles Pole. 
N. Bog'é French, John Puget. 
Daniel Giles. James Reed. 

| Jeremiah Harman, Peter Isaac Thellussow 
Thomas Lewis, Godfrey Thornton, 
Beeston Long, Brook Watson. 

illiam Manning. John Whitmore. 





+ GEORGE R. 
.. His Majesty thinks it to commu- 
nicate to the House of Conimons, without 
to obviate the 
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that the Minister, the hitherto-bragging 
Minister, being, upon that occasion pressed 
by Sin. Compe and others for an answer 
to the question as to what he meant to do, 
had no answer to give. 


On the 27th Pirr gave notice of a mo- 
tion, to be made next day, for the appoint- 
iment of a Committee to inquire into the 
ability of the Bank to pay the demands 
upon it; and also to inguire and make re- 
port as to the necessity of continuing of the 
measure alopted by the Council, that is te 
say, continuing the refusal of money-payments 
at the Bank.%. 


We shall have to speak mere fully 
about this Committee by-and-by; but we 
must stop here a moment, and take a brief 
sketch of the debate that ensued upon 
Pirr’s motion. Mr. Fox and those who 
were with him said, that thev had no ob- 
jection to the appointment of a Committee, | 
provided it was appointed fairly; but, | 

| 





they insisted, that it would. discover a 
shameful disregard of their duty, if the 
Llonse moved an inch further without in- 
quiring into the causes which produced | 
that alledged necessity, upon which the 
Order of Council, sanctioning a violation 


unusual demand of specie lately made 


—— 








from difierent parts of the country in the 
metropolis.—The peculiar nature and exi- 
gency of the case appeared to require, in 
the first instance, the measure contained 
in the order of Council which his Majesty 
has directed to be laid before the House. 
In recommending this important subject to 
the immediate and serious attention of the 
House. of Commons, His Majesty relies 
with the utmost confidence on the expe- 
rienced wisdom and firmness of his Parlia- 
ment for taking such measures as may be 
best calculated to mect any temporary 
pressure, and to'call forth, in the most ef- 
fectual manner, the extensive resources of 
his kingdoms in support of their public 
and commercial credit, and in defence of 
their dearest interests. G. R. 

t “ That a SECRET COMMITTEE be 
“ appointed, to ascertain the total amount 
* of the out-standing demands on the Bank 
“of England, and likewise of the funds 
“ for discharging the same; and that they 
«do also report their opinion of the neces- 
* sity of poriy for the confirmation and 
* continuance of the measures, taken in pur- 
* suance of the minute af Council on the 
“* 2Gth instant,”’ 


(S04 
They said, here 


§ Upon you still ty 


of the law, was founded. 
is the minister callin 
confide in him, in him, under whom the 
bank has been compelled to ston paying 
its notes. Ought you not to inquire, first 
of all, into his measures? Ouzht you hot 
to inquire into the causes of the fatal and 
disgraceful necessity of this Stoppage? 
Here isa minister, who has had a Majority 
of your yotes for years; he has had you 
unlimited and blind confidence: he js 
bad the absolute command of all the ~ 
sources of the nation; he has done wha 
he pleased for years past; he has svithin 
these very few weeks, told you himself, and 
advised the King to tell you, in the most 
solemn manner, that your pecuniary af- 
fairs were in the most flourishing state, 
and rested upon the most solid foundation; 
and this same man now comes and tells 
vou, that necessity, that urgency, that sume. 
thing, had compelled him to issue an Order 
co sanction the Stoppage of Cash paymenis «t 
the Bank, and to oblige the public creditor, 
contrary to law, to receive his dividends 
in paper instead of the Gold and Silver 
coin, which the law gave him aright to 
demand. 


r 
‘ 


This, said Mr. Fox and his friends, is 
what this Minister now tells you; anc, 
will you not, before you proceed to1n- 
guire into the propriety of continuing tie 
Stoppage, inquire into the cause of the iu- 
perious necessity, which is said to have 
produced it? Will you attempt an expe- 
dient, will you attempt a remedy, without 


| inquiring into the cause of the evil? Will 


you do that, which, even now, alier all 
that you have seen and /elt, shall prove to 
the world that your confidence is as blind 
as ever? * Have any three months, in the 
« course of this war,” said Mr. Fox, “ past 
« without the minister’s producing some 
“ yew expedient? and have not all bis 
“ expedients proved erroneous? Year after 
“year he has been amusing us with on 
“ dictions with respect to France, Cs 1 
“ was now on the verge and now aber 
“ gulf of bankruptcy; the assignats a 
«* the mandats could not possibly ore 
«he said; which was very true, but W he 
“ he was thus amusing us, he led us “” 
“very same verge, aye, into the scat 
“ same gulf,” Ma. HopHouse said, 
“the assurances of the minister wou 
“never beat down this plain dictate 
“ common sense, that by his conduct “ 
“ Bank had “been obliged to commi | 
* act of insolvency, by refusing spe 
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«jts paper, and, therefore, he wished for 
«a full inquiry into his conduct.” Mar. 
SHERIDAN, in a most admirable speech, 
laid the whole matter open, completely 


exposed the motive of the proposed com- 


mittee, and moved to Mr. Pitt’s motion an_ 


amendinent, in the following words, «That 
«the committee. should inguire into the 
«causes which produced the order in 
« council.” 


In spite, however, of these speeches; 
in spite of all the arguments made use of 
on this side, and none of which met with 
even an attempt at an answer from any 
one but Mr. Prrr himself; in spite of all 
this, the House decided, by a majority of 
£44 to 88, against Mr, Suermpan’s amend- 
ment, that is to say, against inquiring into 
the cause of the alledged necessity which 
induced the Privy Council to issue an 
order, sanctioning a refusal, on the part 
of the Bank, to pay their promissory notes 
in Gold and Siiver. The men, who voted 
upon this occasion, should be known. We 
have only the names of the Minortty re- 
corded. Those you will keep in wind, 
Gentlemen, and, before we have finished 
the subject, we shall come at the names 
of the Majority; or, at least, we can get 
the names of all the members besides ihe 
minority *, Mr. Fox renewed the subject, 

* List of the Minoricy, on Mr. Sheri- 
dan’s amendment, on the 28th of Feb. 
1797. 

Aubry, Sir J. 
Baker, J. 
Bampfylde, J.C, 
Barclay, G,. 
Bastard, J. P, 





Fitzpatrick, General 
Fletcher, Sir H, 
Folkes, Sir R. 

Fox, Right Hon, C, J. 
Galway, Viscount 


Beauclerk, C, Greene, J. 
Biddulph, R. Hare, J. 
Baker, W. Harrison, J. 


Bunbury, Sir C. 
Bird, W. W. 
Burdett, Sir F, 
Bouverie, Hun. E. 


Hobhouse, B. 
Hussey, W. 
Jefferys, N. 
Jervoise, C. J. 


Brogden, J. Keene, W. 
Burch, J. R. Kemp, T. 

Byng, J. Knight, R. P. 
Clarke, E, Langston, J. 
Coke, F. Langston, W: G. 


Combe, H. C. 
Courtenay, J. 
rewe, J, 


Curwen, JrC. 


Lemon, Sir W. 
Lloyd, J. M. 
Milier, Sir W. 
Nicholls, J. 


Copley, Sir L. North, D. 

Dolben, Sir W. Northey, W, 

Dashwood, Sir BH, W. Pierse, H. 
evison, W. J, Palk, L. 


undas, C, Phillips, J. G, 
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on the Ist of March, by a motion for the 
appointment of a separate Committee “ to 
“ inquire into the causes, which produced 
«the Order in Council, of the -26th of 
‘February,’ for the Stoppage of cash 
payments at the Bank; and he was left tn 
a similar Minority. 


Here, it is,Gentlemen,that you see the real 
cause of all the calamities that have fallen 
upon our country, and of all the dangers 
that now threaten it, and these are dan- 
gers that will not be frowned out of coun 
tenance, that will not be made to hide 
their head, at the sound of the voice of 
men in power; dangers that are not to be 
talked or voted away. You have seen these 
dangers creep on upon us by slow degrees, 
but you have seen their pace to be steady, 
They have never stopped. They keep 
vathering about us; and he is a very foolish 
man, who expects any remedy, till the 
great cause of the evil be removed; that 
is to say, until there shall take place a 


radical reform of the Commons’ House of 


Parliament, agreeably to the principles of 
the English Constitution, which reform, to 
use the words of the Kent petition, is now 
more than ever necessary to the safety of 


both the people and the throne. 


The motions for a full inquiry being re- 
jected, the minister proceeded in his work 
of getting aSECRET COMMITTEE, who 
were to inquire into the affairs of the Bank, 
and to report their opinionrelative tothe ne- 
céssity of continuing, by Actof Parliament, 
the refusal of coin at the Bank. And, 
novs Gentlemen, I beg youto observe well 
the manner of appointing this committee. 
It was to consist of fifteen members ; every 
member of the House, who was present, 


Smith, W. 
Spencer, Lord R. 
Stanley, Lord 
Sturt, C. 
Tarleton, General 
Taylor, C. W. 
Tyrwhitt, T. 
Townshend, Lord J, 
Tufton, Hoo. H. 
Vane, Sir F. 
Vyner, R. 
Walwyn, J. 
Walpole, Colonel 
Western, C. C. 
Wilkins, W. 
Winnington, Sir F, 
Wycombe, Earl of, 

TELLERS. 

Charles Grey and Samuel Whitbread. 


202 








Plumer, W. 
Pollen, G. A. 
Porter, G. 
Pulteney, Sir W. 
Rawdon, Hon. J. 
Rawdon, Hon. G. 
Ridley, Sir M. 
Richardson, J. 
Robson, R. B. 
Russell, Lord J. 
Russell, Lord W. 
St. John, St. A. 
Scudamore, J. 
Sheridan, R. B. 
Shum, G. C. 
Shuckburg, Sir G. 
Sinclair, Sir J. 
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might put fifteen names into a box; and, 
when all the names were taken out, the 
fifteen persons, whose names appeared of- 
¢encst vpon the tickets put m, were the 
Committee. Of course that side which 
had a majority of tiwkets to put in would 
ehoose the members of the Committee. 
The custom, indeed, is, upon such occa- 
sions, to make out a List and send it round 
amongst the members, and, of course, all 
those, who are on the side of the Minister 
will take the ministerial List; so that, in 
fact, whoever has a majority in the House, 
chooses the Committee. Upon the particular 
occasion before us, Mr. Sueripan, before 
the report of who were the Committee was 
made to the House, read the names of them 
out loud in the House; and, when the re- 
port came to be made, it appeared, that 
his List was perfectly correct.* Indeed, he 
had got hold of one of the Ministerial 
Lists, and of course, he could not be in 
error in this respect. 


But, even a Committee, thus formed; a 
Secret Committee chosen by the Minister’s 
own party ; even this committee were, Mr. 
Pitt said (See Debates, 28 February) 
* by no means called upon to push their 
“ inquiries, into circumstances, the disclo- 
«sure of which would be attended with 
 gemporary injury to the credit of the coun- 
* try, and with permanent embarrassment 
“ to the operations of the Bank.” Mr. Pirt 
said; that his principal object in appointing 
such a Committee was to have it ascer- 
tained, that the afuirs ef the Rank wereina 
prosperous state; that the Bank had abun- 
dam m-ans to answer all the demands upon 
it; and that, therefore, the holders of Bank 
Notes ought to look upon them as being 
equally good with gold and silver. Now, 
the way, and the only way, to produce 
this*’so-much-wished-for conviction was, 
one would have thought, to let the Com- 





* List of the Secret Committee.— William 
Hussey ;. Churles Grey; William Plumer; 
Thomas Powys; Thomas Grenville ; Wil- 
liam Wilberforce ; John Blackburne ; Tho- 
mas Berney Bramston ; Charles Bragge ; 
St John Mitford (Solicitor General) ; 

itiam Wilberforce Bird; John Fane ; 
Isaac Hawkins Browne; Sir John Scott 
(Attorne yGenera!) ; John William Ander- 


son. , 
The three first had, as will Le seen by a 


termi to the List, voted with Mr. Fox 
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mittee ascertain that the quantity of ¢ 
and Silver in the Bank ies me hare 
paying off the Notes ; or, at any rate pol 
in a due proportion to the Notes. But, 
far from this being done, the Committee 
did not make any inguzries at ail relative te 
the quantity of Gold and Silver in the Bank. 
They merely inquired into the state of the 
books at the Bank, setting their Banknotes on 
one side and their Stock on the other side, 
The Bank said: We owe the holders the 
amount of our Notes, but the Governmen; 
owes us still more; and not a word wa 
said about Gold and Silver, though one 
would have thought, that this was the 
great, and, indeed, the only, thing to make 
inguiry about; especially as Mr. Pare, 
in his pamphlet, published the year be. 
fore, had made statements, whence he 
had drawn a conclusion, that the Bank, if 
put to the test, “ had not money to pay 
“< half a crown in the pound.” 


This was a charge, which, one would 
have thought, it would have been the great 
object of the Minister and the Bank to do 
away. Bout, no such thing was even at- 
tempted, and the two reports of the Com- 
mittee,* did accordingly not at all tend 





* First Reront, March 3, 1797.—The 
Committee appointed to examine and 
state the total amount of out-standing de- 
mands on the Bank of England, and like- 
wise of the Funds for~ discharging the 
same; and to report the result thereof to 
the House, together with their opinion oa 
the necessity of providing for the confir- 
mation and continuance, fora time to be 
limited, of measures taken in pursuance 
of the minute of Council: on the 2vth of 
February last; and who are empowered 
to report their proceedings from time '0 
time to'the House; have, pursuant to the 
order of the. House, proceeded to exainme 
into the several matters referred to their 
consideration; and have. unanimously 
agreed upon the following report, V2 
- Your Committee have examined the tol 
amount of outstanding demands on the 
Bank of England, and likewise of m 
Funds for discharging the same ; and thin 
it their daty, without loss of time, to sil 
those total amounts, and to report the Te 
sult thereof to the House.—Your Com: 
mittee find such examination, thtt 
the total amount of out-standing d e ‘ 
on the Bank, om the 25th day of patel 
last (to which day the accounts coul 





completely made up) was £:13,770,5% 
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to the restoration of that sort of confi- 
dence, which would have enabled the 
Bank to open Xs doors to the applicants 


for Guineas. It was in vain that Mr. Pirt | 


told the House, that the reports of the Se- 
cret Committee were highly consoling ; 





ec 
mn 


and that the total amount of the Funds 
for discharging those demands (not in- 
cluding the permanent debt due from 
Government of .£.11,686,800, which bears 
an interest of three per cent.) was 
on the same 25th day of February last 
£.17,597,280; and that the result is, that. 
there was, on the 25th day of February 
last, a surplus of effects belonging to the 
Bank beyond the amount of their debts, 
amounting to the sum of £.3,826,890 ex- 
clusive of the above-mentioned permanent 
debt of £,11,636,800 due from govern- 
went.—And your Committee farther re- 
present, that since the 25th of February 
last considerable issues have been made 
by the Bank in bank notes, both upon go- 
vernment securities and in discounting 
bills, the particulars .of which could not 
immediately be made up; but as those 
issues appear to your Committee to have 
been made upon. correspending securities, 
taken with the usual care and attention, 
the actual balance. iu favour of the Bank’ 
did not appear to, your Committee to have 
been thereby diminished. 

Seconn Report, Taesday, 7th March.— 
Mr. Brampston brought up the following 
Report : 

The Committee appointed to examine 
and state the total amount of outstanding 
demauds on the Bank of England, and 
likewise of the Funds for discharging the 
same ; and to report the result thereof to 
the House, together with their opinion on 
the necessity of providing for the confir- 
mation and continuance, for a time to be 
limited, of measures taken im pursuance of 
the Minute of Council on the 26th of Fe- 
bruary last; and who were empowered to 


report their, proceedings from time to | 


“me to the House; bave farther exa- 
mined into the several matters referred to 
their consideration ; and have agreed to 
report to the House ;—That, in their..opi- 
DIOR, 40 % necessuryto provide for the confir- 


mation and continuance, Jor @ time.to be lix 
muied, of the measures taken in pursuance of 


the Order of Council on the 26th of February 

last ; submitting to the wisdem of parlia- 

Dent to determine for what limited time it 

may be necessary shat those measures 
d be continued. 
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that the affairs of the Bank were ia a most 
prosperous state; that persons most con- 
versant (alluding to the Mansion House 
Resolvers) believed in the solidity of its 
means ; that the public had nothing to 
do with the internal economy of theBank 5 
that it was sufficient for the public to 
know, that the corporation was a rich cor- 
poration; that the solidity of the Bank | 
was asserted in the report of the Secret If 
Committee then on the table ; that that 

report left no doubt upon the subject; 

that it was an important consolation, that : 
there were funds amply sufficient for the ul- id 
timate security of those who could not | 
have their demands satisfied for a time} 
and that as to what was due from the go- 
vernment to the Bank, it rested upon the 
best possible security, because it rested 
upon the aggregate powers of the country. 
(See Debates 9th March, 1797.) In vaindid 
lord Hawkesbury, in answer to Mr. Fox, 
deny that the term Bankruptcy applied to 
the situation of the Bank or the govern- 
ment. He said, what was very true, that 
the embarrassments of the Bank were im- aif 
puted to the scarcity or want of species lt 
But, in vain did he question the truth. of aii: 
this proposition ; in vain did he say that th 
want of money was no proof of paverty 5 1) ae 
in vain did he say that a scarcity of geineas ik | 
might arise from an increase of trade, and Het 
not from the excess of paper; (Debate 9th Ay 
March, 1797) in vain did Sir John Mit, AOE 
ford, then Solicitor General (same Debate) tet ee 
say that no man, however rich, would be 3 Hii 
able to stand arun; that it was unfair to tee Fe 
call the stoppage a Bankruptcy ; that the ba 
Bank was solvent, although at this time Bie} li 
unable to pay in cash ; that the refusal to eth, 
pay in cash could not be called a fraud, | “| 
because the public knew that such an event 
might happen; that the stoppage at the Beit 
Bank was like that which might be en- i: ey 
forced by the door keepers of a theatre, . 
upon a false alarm of fire, in order to pre- 
vent the people from rushing out all at 
once, to their destruction or injury ; that f 
if nothing bad been done to puta stop to the +a ae 








eee gt 














run upon the Bank, the Bank must have TER 
been totally ruined ; that there were other i i, 
public ft Tha besides the Stock-holders, | Cte 
the army and the navy; that they were as | ee 
smuch pubiic creduors as the holders of mae ie 
Bank-notes. could be, and that they re- et 
guired payment in cash more so than eA 
any other .description gf men in this ¢ Aa 
+o Rye 
| Ia vain was allthis said. Mn. Grey eh? | 
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(now Earl Grey), said that the evidence 
brought before the Committee had not sa- 
tisficd him; and the satisfaction to the 
public was evidently not greater; for, if 
it had been satisfactory, or if the report 
of the Secret Committee had been satisfac- 
tory, there could have been no occasion 
whatever for continuing the power of the 
Bank to refuse payment in specie. This 
was told them by Mr. Fox and Mr. Sut- 
RIDAN, who asked: if the Bank be in so 
prosperous a situation as you say itis, 
why do you wish to pass a law to protect 
them against the demands of the holders 
of their notes? If the Bank be so rich as 


you say it is, what need has it of any of | 


your assistance? You tell us, said Mr. 
SHERIDAN (alluding to the speech of lord 
Hawkesbury) that paper “is not only a 
“cleaner, neater, and more portable 
“ medium to represent property ; but that 
“itis the very essence of wealih itself, 
“and that the flourishing state of our 
** commerce is the cause of this inability 
“to produce specie to answer demands 
upon the Bank of England.’ See De- 
bate of 9th March, where these obser- 
vations are followed up by an inimitable 


instance of what is called by logicrans 
the. reductio ad ahsurdum. You tell ‘RS, 
said be, that the public are of your opinion, 
and that they reject our opinion ; you teil 
us that the public are satisfied with the 
report of the Committee ; you te!l us that 
the public like Bank-notes as well as 
guineas. But, with these assertions upon 
your lips, you pass alcw to protect the 
Bank against the demands of that public ; 
you pass a law to compel that public to re- 
ceive paper at the Bank, instead of that 
gokt, which you say they like no better 
than that papcr. 3 


The truth is, Gentlemen, the public 
generally speaking, knew nothing at all 
about the transactions between the Govern- 
ment and the Bank; they knew  no- 
thing at all about the trade or the pro- 
perty of the Bank; they knew that they 
held promissory notes issued by the Bank, 
payable to the bearer on demand, and the 
looked upon these notes as being equally 
valuable with gold, because, until now, 
they could, at any time, carry them to the 
Fank, and receive gold in exchange for 
them. Nothing, therefore, ‘could have 
the smallest tendency to convince them of 


the solidity of the Bank, unless it, at the | 


same time, tended to convince them, that 
there was gold in the Bank, sufficient to an- 
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swer the demands of those, who presented 


notes for payment, or who chose to demand 


gold in payment of their dividends, or in. 
terest upon their Stock.. And, nota par. 
ticle of conviction, in this way, were the 
reports of the Secret Committee calculated 
to produce. 


Mr. Sweripan (see Debate 28th February 


1797) said that he was “ convinced that if 


“‘ the Bank was not able to resume its pay. 
“ments immediately, he foresaw it never 
« would be able afterwards to defray its out- 
“standing engagements in cash.” And 
the reason he gave was, that the suspen- 
sion of cash payments would produce the 
issue of a greater quantity of paper. This 
reason was so manifest, that it was impos. 
sible, that the truth of it should not be jelt, 
though, owing to the prejudices of the 
times, there were few persons amongst the 
Merchants and Bankers, by whom it would 
be acknowledged, ‘The same was said, by 
Mr. Nicuoris and Mr. Hosnouse, in 
whose speeches, together with those ot 
Mr. Fox and Mr. SHeripan, will be found 
predictions of all the sae st which 
have already flowed, and which are likely 
to flow trom the stoppage of gold and sil- 
ver payments at the Bank. 


We have now seen enough of the mea 
sures which were adopted as fore-runners 
of the Acts of Parliament: relating to the 
Bank stoppage ; and, in my next letier, | 
shall, I flatter myself, be abie to present 
vou with a complete, though a concise, 
view of those Acts, with which every mao 
in this country ought to be thoroughly ace 
quainted. In the mean while, ] remain, 

Gentlemen, 
Your faithful friend, 
W™, Consett. 
State Prison, Newgate, Thursday, 
November 1, 1810. 


el 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


Kine’s Ixuness.——~Events like this, * 
to which rumour is always so busy, 
as tc which so much misrepresentavion 4 
sure to take place, generally «ro A 
few months, so involved in doubt anc ol 
certainty, that no one knows — 
think about them. While, cen 
others are, upon’ the present seer oe 
amusing the public with opinions ~ at 
timents, it shall be my endeavour ’ ‘ 
sent them with such facis, or, with ‘i al 
chain of circumstances-asishall’ be Lk 
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' ~ } ag 
- to enable them to form a tolerably correct 


opinion for themselves. ——One would 


jave thought, that, upon a subject of this | 


sort, a sulyect, which, in itself, is so well 
calculated to inspire serious reflections, 
and to banish all the ideas of trick and de- 
jusion; one would. have thought, that, 
upon such a subject, even the venal 
writers of the Morninc Post and the 
Courter would have laid aside, for a short 
while, at least, their practice of cheating 
their readers with falshoods. That no 
ench reflections were awakened in their 
ninds, or that, if they were, they were 
too completely hardened to give way to 
them, will clearly appear, from the para- 
graphs I am now about to quote, and 
through which the reader will clearly 
trace a settled design, a premeditated con- 
trivance to deceive and cheat the public 
with respect to this most interesting of all 
subjects. It is now known; it has now 
been declared in parliament, that the King 
was incapable of affixing his signature to 
the Commission for proroguing the Par- 
liament; and, that this was the case on 
Monday last it is now proved by the pub- 
ication of the Bulletins of the Physicians. 
On that very day, the Morning Post ‘old 
its readers, that the King had ‘transacted 
oficial business with the Lord Chancellor 
and Mr, Perceval. Nay, it now appears, 
that the Physicians were sent for in the 
naght of Saturday. And yet this false, that 
impudent, this shameless writer, tells his 
readers on Twesday last, that the King had 











But let us take the whole of the para- 
graphs, relating to this subject, beginning 
with those of the 25th of October. 
“ About ten days or a fortnight since, on 
“the communication being made known 
“to the Princess Amelia that it was the 
“opinion of the Doctors that she could 
not survive long, she expressed a wish 
to have a very valuable and. choice 
stone, in the possession of Hftr Royal 
“Highness, put to aring for the King, 
“for him to wear in remembrance of her; 
“ and to complete her wishes, she de- 
7 sired it to be manufactured without de- 
“lay, that she might herself have. the 
; pleasure of presenting aud putting it on 
: the finger of her beloved Royal Kather. 
“ To satisfy her wishes, a jeweller was 
“ sent for express from London, | On bis 
. arrival. he was shewn into the chamber 
peter Royal Highness, and she gave 
_, im Instructions herself. The ring, 

Wath the stone, was executed in a very 





‘ 


hi 


«short time, and she had her wished for 
“ felicity of placing it on his Mujesty’s 
“finger. - Her Royal Highness ‘had a 
“very bad night on ‘Tuesday, slie 
“ only slept one hour, and that was one 
“ hour in twenty-four. During yesterday 
«she was in the same state as on Pues- 





« day.” —— Great attention should be Eee) © 
paid to this paragraph, the contents of kis) a 


which will be found to be of importance | 
by-and-by. On the same day, (25th 

October) there appeared, in the Mornine 

Curonicte, the- following paragraph : 

“This day. his Majesty enters into the bt) 
« fifty-first year of his reign; and we re- | 

“ joice to learn that he possesses perfect 

« health and promises tie enjoyment of many 
years in the bosom of his family and peo- 

“ple. The day would have been uni- | 4 ih 
“versally devoted to rejoicing, but for 

“the melancholy state of the amiable 

« Princess, whose sufferings are ex- | 
‘pected every hour to terminate.’”’—— | 
Thus spoke the Morning Chronicle on Hie 
the 25th of October. Thus, and in such | 
positive terms, did this print speak on 
thet,day. Now, let us hear what it says 
to-day, the 2nd of November :—* Thrce 
«“ weeks ago his Majesty received from the ey 
“ physicians the afllicting report, that the 
“ Princess might be no more in an hour, 
“or that she might languish for many it 
“days; but they felt ie to be their duty . 
‘to apprize his Majesty of the imminent | 
« danger in which she then was. From that 
“« time the King’s agitation was man?fest. He ie 
«passed some days in excessive grief, 
« and some days, according to the gleams Rit 
« of hope, was equally elevated by expec- ait 
“tation. He at times kept the physi- Ae 
“ cians with him, when they made their Let 





ee 


















“ report, two or three hours, in minute ay 
“ inquiries, He was accustomed to re- rh 
“ceive a reportevery morning at seven ue | 
« o’clock, and afterwards every two hours | ie 
“inthe day. At three o’elock regularly OR 
‘‘ he went in his coach to the Lodge to HPs I 
« visit her, and the. effect of*these visits “teat 
“ upon his heari was visible. in his tears. ya 
« The affecting incident of thering, put upon awe f : 
“his finger by the dying object. of bis Neb 
“ tenderness, completed the shock his tLe \ 
Ke 





“nature had. received. - On Thursday at 
“ morning, the 25th ult. the Gentlemun whose ‘4 
“ duty it was to be near his person, felt wt ne- | 

¢ 







“ cessary to communicate to lr. Ferceval the 
‘© obvious alteration that hud taken place in his mie 
« Majesty’s speech and deportment. . On Fri- j i 4 


*« day this became more manilest, and on 















“ Saturday it was so alarming, that a Coun- 
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« cil was held; the Lord Chancellor was 
« sent for; Dr. Heberden was directed to | 
« attend, and orders were given that the 
« Physicians and medical attendants only 
« should have access to the royal apart- 
“ments. On Monday, Lord Eldon and 
« Mr. Perceval had a long audience of the 
« Queen, and afierwards received the epi- 
*-nion of the Physicians, who all eon- 
« curred in declaring, that the fever might 
«speedily subside; but in his present 
« state they did not consider his Majesty 
“to be able to attend to business.’’ 
What are we to give credit to alter this? 
Here, vou see, it is stated, that the King 
has been.somewhat ill for three weeks, and 
that he had become so ill on the 25th of 
October as 10 cause a report of his state to 
be made to Mr. Perceval: aye, on that 
very 25th of October, when (it being the 
anniversary of his accession to the throne) 
we were told, by this same print, that he 
was tn perfect health, and premised ihe enjoy- 
ment of many years! W hat is one, after this, 
to believe? The Merning Post of 8a- 
turday last, 27th of October, (two days, 
observe, afier the report.of the illness was 
made to Mr. Perceval,) told us, that, the 
day before, “the King, Dukes of York, 
‘Kent, Cumberland, and Cambridge, 
« Princeises Augusta and Sophia, rade out 
(in Wiador Park, tilt half-past one. “Ph 
 yOoyel!l | .aty Was- accompeiicod by lord 
«St. Helens, jedy 'Thynne, . generals 
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« Manners, Garth, and Cartwright.” 
On the Monday, 29th Octéber, the 
same print said:+—-« The King is so 
«much afflicted a consequence of the suf- 
« ferings of his interesting and beloved dauzh- 
“ ter, that he did not’attend divine service 
« at St. George’s Chapel yesterday.”?—— 
This you will observe was told us on 
Monday fast. On Tuesday the 30:h, 
“ We are rejoiced to state that his Majes- 
“ ty’s indisposition is only a slight cold. On 
“ Saturday he went into the warm bath, 
“‘ by advice of the Doctors who attend the 
“Princess Amelia. Same day Dr. Heber- 
«den arrived at Windsor to attend his 
* Majesty and remain with him, and yes- 
“ terday Sir Francis Millman arrived for 
“the same purpose. We repect, however, 
“ that his Majesty’s indisposition proceeds 
“« merely from a slight cold, of which he 
“ was, yesterday, somewhat recovered. 
_ At twelve o'clock the Lord Chancellor 
and the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
‘swaited on his Majesty and sransacted: 
* official business with hin. ~ Fis Majesty 
“emce he complained’of a cold, bas rée- 
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“moved from his own apartments mm 
« Windsor Castle, te the Queer’s whieh 
“ overlook the Terrace.”=—Now, reader 
mark this well. This is the account of 
Monday, given us on Tuesday. flere re 
are repeatedly assured, if terms the mos 
positive, that the King has only aslizht cold 
and that oficial business had been transacted 
with him. 'Thisis well worthy of atten. 
tion, especially when You consider the 
source whence it proceeded.—OUn Wednes. 
day, the $lst of October, the same writer 
gave us the following, and, mind, this the 
very next day after he had almost sworn, 
that the ailment was a slight cold ——« |; 
“is with heartfelt sorrow we announce, that 
“his Majesty’s indisposition still conti- 
“nues. It commenecd with the effect pro- 
“ duced upon his tender parental tcelings on 
receiving the ring, mentioned in a former 
“paper, from the hand of his afflicted 
“ beloved daughter, the aflecting inserip- 


© tion upon which caused him, blessed and 


‘most amiable of men, to burst into 
“ tears, with the most heart-touching la- 
«« mentations on the present state and ap- 
“ proaching dissolution of the afflicted and 
« interesting Princess. _ His Majesty is at- 
* tended by Doctors Halford, Heberden 
« aid Baillie, whe issue daily Bulletins of 
«the state of the virtuous and revered 
“Monarch, for whose speedy recovery 


»*\hé prayers of all good men will not 


« fail to be offered up.”’—-+—This was fol- 
lowed. by two Bulletins; from the first of 
which it appeared, that the King had been 
ill for “a few days,” before the day, om 
which this false print had assured tts 
readers that he had transacted official bust 
ness with the Lonp Cuancector and Mr. 
Percevat; and we now were told, in 
another paragraph, that it was at night, \0- 
stead of noon, that these Gentlemen were 
at Windsor. “On Monday night as the 
« Lord Chancellor and Mr. Perceval were 
“ returning from Windsor to Mr. Perce 
« val’s house at Ealing, their carriage 7 
« overturned (owing to the darkness of | 

« night) on Hounslow Heath.”——Atet 
this, will these writers pretend, that they 
haye any claim to be believed by Y 
body? It is the business of their lives 
guil and cheat the public. They have 
no other business or care. To utter oe 
hoods js their profession ; and, if 't sera 
possible to effect the threat’ of Fe i 
to lee truth out of the wortd, these are ihe 
men that would do rae nce ein 

resent, close the article upon J 
ITiness ‘byvinserting the oficial Bulle 
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all of which, thus far are signed by Drs. 
Henny Hazroxp, "W. Hesepen, and 


M. Bartiie, and dated from Windsor | 


Castle-—Bulletin of the 29th October.—— 
«The King has been indisposed’for a few 
« days past: His Majesty has had fever, 
«and his nights have been restless ; but 
«he has had several hours sleep this 
« morning.” That of the 30th of Oc- 
tober :—** The King has passed a restless 
«night, and his Majesty is much the same 
«to-day as yesterday.”-——That, of the 
$1st October: — The King has passed a 
« restlessnight, buthis Majesty’s fever is 
« not increased.” That of the Ist No- 
vember :—“ His Majesty has passed ra- 
“ther a better night, and is much the 
“same to-day as yesterday.” That of 
this day, 2nd November :—“ The King. 
“has passed the night with very little 
“sleep, and is muchthe same to-day as 
«his Majesty was yesterday.” 











ParLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS. The 
two Houses of Parliament met on the Ist 
instant in consequence, it appears, of the 
King’s inability to sign a Commission for a 
further prorogation. There was a Pro- 
clamation issued, on the 17th of October, 
in the following words: “ At the Court of 
“Windsor, the 17th of October, 1810; 
“present the King’s most excellent’ Ma- 
“jesity in Council. It is this day Ordered 
“by his Majesty in Council, that the Par- 
“lament, which ‘stands prorogued to 
“Thursday, the 1st day of November 
“next, be further prorogued to Fhursday, 
“ the 29th of the same month of November.” 
~——But this order was not, it seems, sufli- 
cient; and that to effect the prorogation, 
it was necessary that a Commission should 
be given, which Commission must be 
signed by the King; and, as it appears, the 
King being not in a state to sign the Com- 
mission, the parliament could not be pro- 
rogued beyond the Ist instant, and, of 
‘ourse, it met on that day.——The report 
a proceedings will, of course, be in- 
. ed in their Proper place in the Paw 
natane Depates; but, seeing that 
the occasion is so ve interesting and 
“ngular, and that nothing more is to be 
anon parliament for a fortnight, I shall 

a: porcaage eae 
lornine Cur ; ; mist. 
vember ites of this day (2nd No- 
mre ya order that my readers ma 

HE } ways at hand to refer to. 

“ HOUSE OF LORDS. ‘The Lozp 





CHANCELLOR (Lord Eldon) sald: — My | bode 
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Lords, your Lordships are now assembled 
without any notice having been given 
that Parliament was to meet for the dis- 
patch of business, and after a notification 
hed: been published directing that’ this 
Parliament should be prorogued to the 
29th of this month, and authorising the 
Chancellor to issue a Commission under ' 
the Great Seal, for such prorogation. My 





| Lords, I have to state to your Lordships, 


‘discussion, whether any, and if any, 


‘on that day, should his 
fms unfortunately contirae ; but it is i 
i 





and I do it with the greatest concerh and 
regret, that in consequence of his Majes- 
ty’s personal indisposition, that Commis- 
sion has not received his Majesty’s signa- 
ture. There may be a question, whether 
the Chancellor is authorised to put the 
Great Seal to such a Commission, without 
the King’s Sign Manual, and whether 
such Gemmission’ would be legal? but 
upon this question, looking to the Prece- 
dents in our proceedings, and to the Re- 
cords of Parliament; I do not think it 
proper to ehter into any discussion. 
Under the circumstances of his Majesty’s 
indisposition, I have thought‘it my duty | 


, to abstain from proftering the Gammission 1 


to his Majesty for ltis royalsignatgre. Ik i 
is, therefore, for your Lordships, in your | 
wisdom, to determine what coutse of pro- 
ceeding it will be expedientto adopt. It 
remains forme to state, that the indispo. 
sition of his Majesty has arisen from the 
pressure of domestic affliction operating upon 
his paternal fcelings, and 1 have the satie- ie 
faction to add, that a confident expectation Hite 
is entertained of his Majesty’s speedy re- . | 
covery.——The Eart or Liverroo,. My 
Lords, under the afflicting circumstances } | 
stated by my Noble and Learned Friend, Hap 
circumstances whieh have arisen entirely AA 
Srom the domestic cause to which my Noble ist 
and Learned Friend has alluded, I think | 
it my duty to move an adjournment for 
the shortest period, within which, by law, shy 
the Parliament can be summoned to meet Ave ti 
for the dispatch of business. ft is my in- (cof 
tention, therefore, to move, in conformity akg 
with a precedent before us, that this i 

| 

! 








House do adjourn till Thursday, the 15th i 
instant; that the House be summoned for a 
that day ; and that letters be sent to the tt 
Lords, informing them that their attend. ve) 
ance on that day is required. It would ; 
not be proper for me to enter into an | 
t 
procecding it may be expedient'to adopt wih, 
jesty’s indis- ha 
ghly isite, whatever courte it Bi 
advisable te adopt, or, altho Pi: 





















no proceeding may be then requisite, to 
take the necessary steps to ensure as full 
an altendance as possible. | have great 
sutisfaction in adding to. what has‘ been 
stated by my Noble and Learned Friend, 
that the Physicians attending his Majesty 
euteriain the most confident hopes of his Ma- 
yesty’s specdy recovery. His Lordship con- 
cluded by moving an adjournment. 
Lorp Ho.tanp, I trust, my Lords, under 





we are assembled, it will uot be supposed 
that in rising upon this question, I intend 
io offer any opposition to the motion of 
the Nobie Lord, neither do I wish to make 
any remark that can lead to discussion. 
I cheerfully acquiesce in the motion, 
founded as it is upon a precedent within 
recollection. Were that precedent to be 
made over again, I should rather prefer a 
proceeding de die in diem, but the motion 
of the Noble Lord being founded upon 
the precedent, and being aware of the im- 
portance of unanimity upon such an oc- 
casion, 1 cheerfully acquiesce in the pro- 
position for adjournment. : 
of the Earl of Liverpool were then put by 
the Lord Chancellor, That this House do 
at its rising adjourn till Thursday the 15th 
day of this instant, November ; That the 
Lords be summoned to attend_the service 
of this House on Thursday the 15th in- 
stant; That the Lord Chancellor do write 
letters to all the Lords, informing them 
that their attendance is required on Thurs- 
day the 15th day of this instant, Novem- 
ber. Which were severally agreed to. 
The Lord Chancellor then put the ques- 
tion upon the motion of the Earl of Liver- 
pool, That this House do now adjourn ; 
which was also agreed to; and the Lord 
Chancellor notified, That this House is 
adjourned till ‘Thursday the 15th instant. 
IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
where, it is reported, there were about a 
hundred members present, the Sreakrr 
said :—The House is now met on the day 
to which it was last prorogued, but I am 
informed, notwithstanding the Royal Pro- 
ciamation for the further prorogation of 
Parliament, which bas been issued, we 


are not to expect any Message from the 








having been made out. Under such cir- 
cumstances it becomes my dutyto take the 
Chair, in order that the House should be ena- 
bled to adjourn itself, and I therefore, take 
the Chair accordingly———-Mr. Spencer 
Prackvat,the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
said ; Mr. Speaker, I am persuaded that it 


the melancholy circumstances in which | 
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son 
is wholly unnecessary for me to State, that 
this House is now assembled upon the 
to which it was last prorogued, and th 
Proclamation bas been notified in the 
Gazette, intimating the pleasure cf his Ma. 
jesty, that Parliament should from this day 
be still further prorogued; the oun 
must therefore be naturally anxious io ay. 
certain how it has happened that his My. 
jesty’s servants have not executed his cor. 
mands, and why on this day they were 
not prepared with that Commission whici 
his Proclamation notified. Jt is now my 
duty, and a painful duty it is, to commu. 
nicate to this House, that it is owing to the 
indisposition of his Majesty that this oc. 
currence has taken place. It is owing to 
the severity of that indisposition that the 
Lord Chancellor, whose immediate duty 
it is, has not been able to procure to that 
Commission the Signature of lis Majesty, 
I presume it is unnecessary for me to state 
to this House, that it would not be becom- 
ing in his Lordship to affix to such a doco. 
ment the Great Seal, without the sanction 
of the Royal Signature.* [Hear! hear! 
hear !| Perhaps the House will excuse me, 
in making one or two observations on the 
subject of his Majesty’s regretted indispo- 
sition. It will not be imputed, ] think, to 
me, that 1 would unnecessarily increase 
and aggravate the public anxiety, which 
is so universally felt upon that event. lu 
deed, I should altogether refrain from the 
topic, did I not feel that the communica 
tion I am about to make is éruly consolatory; 
for, if any thing could more sensibly 1 
crease those feelings of affection and dim 
nish those of affliction, which are at this 
moment felt by: his people for their Sove- 
reign, itis the knowledge that his disorder 
has originated from his constant voremi- 
ting anxiety and attention during the ad 
ful and protracted sufferings of a dearly 
beloved child. [Hear ! hear! hear!) Thi 
being the cause of his Majesty’s penal 
it aflords strong satisfactory and additions 
reasons for hoping a speedy ! soa 
[ Hear! hear!] I have farther the e 
happiness of being able to state, ome 
symptoms of his disorder are ageel 
mild; and that the Physicians, who 408 
his Majesty, express a most confiden: * ‘ 
of his speedy restoration. It fon this 
unbecoming both the duty haa feels 
House, and inconsistent with my OW 
s, not to have afforded that cot i 
cation before I adverted to pe Ton for 
at this moment the practical que", 
our consideration, That questio? " - 
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teen days, 
also been a case which might indeed be. 


is, what the House, now assembled, should 
under such circumstances adopt. You, 
Mr. Speaker, have, in my apprehension 
‘timated the proper Course we ought to 
pursue. There can, as it strikes me, be 
no discussion upon any other subject but 
the adjournment, and the interval of that 
adjournment. Bout setting aside the ques- 
tion, whether this House is competent or 
incompelent to entertain any other than 
that of adjournment, surely when we take 
into our consideration the circumstances 
under which this day we are assembled, 
no intimation from the Sovereign expres- 
sive of his desire that we should meet, but 
on the contrary, the most authoritative ex- 
pression of his will that such meeting from 
this day should be further prorogued, there 
can be no doubt that any other course than 
adjournment would be highly inconsistent. 
Then the next point is, to what period that 
adjournment should extend, so as to afford 


calculated to obtain a full attendance— 
sich a degree of attendance as would pro- 
duce a true parliamentary opinion as to 
any ulterior measure, whether of a farther 
aljournment or not. For this object, I 
think the least time should be fifteen days. 
luceed, we have a parliamentary enact- 
ment that may operate as a guide; I 


/mean that which empowers his Ma- 


Jesty upon any unexpected emergency, 
to convene his Parliament in four- 
In modern times there has 


judged a precedent, and tobe only analo- 
yous, where a similar motion was pro- 
posed and universally acceded to. A mo- 
ton to that purport it is my intention to 
make before I sit down. I apprehend 
there is only another consideration spring- 
ing from that motion, immediately inci- 
dent to that proceeding which goes di- 
tectly to further its object. I allude to 
the necessary means of procuring that 


PYery full attendance which, under such 


Circumstances is most desirable. I con- 
Celve that the best means are a Cail of 
the House on this day tortnight, and that 
in the intermediate time a circular letter 
“Written by you, Sir, requesting the at- 
tendance of members. I have only to 
Conclude with moving, that'this House do, 
. ts rising, adjourn to this day fortnight; 
es that day there should be a Call of 
. bm and that in the interim the 
ee er be uested to write a circular 

“erto all Sheriffs of counties, Stewards 


that notii'e and preparation which is best- 
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of towns and boroughs, to acquaint their 
representatives thereof—Mr, Sneripan 
said: Mr. Speaker, fully concurring in 
the propriety ef every sentiment expressed 
bv the Chancellor ot the Exchequer, and 
feeling, as Ido, highly gratified, as I am 
confident every man who has heard him 
must, in the sanguine hopes he entertains 
of the speedy recovery of our gracious 
Sovereign, l only rise for the purpose of 
seconding his motion !—¢ Marked and con- 
tinued cries of hear! hear ! after this speech.) 
—The motions were thes put and agreed 
to ; after which the House adjourned to 
Thursday the 15th inst.——There is little 
room for commentary upon these proceed- 
ings. They contain mere matters of 
fact, which, though of a very interesting 
nature, are simple and dry ——lIt ap- 
pears, from what was said, in both Houses, 
that the illness of the King is not, however, 
likely to be of long duration ; and, pro- 
bably, before the two weeks are expired, 
he will be found capable of affixing his 
signature to the Commission for the fur- 
ther prorogation of the parliament, in 
which case, the session will, of course, not 
begin till after the Queen’s birth day, as 
has been the custom for many years past. 
——it will be a session, begin when it 
will, during which questions of great mo- 
ment will and must be agitated. The 
operations of war in the South and the si- 
lent accession of dominion by France in 
the North of Europe, are not, I should 
think, any longer to be passed over in 
silence. Napoleon is gradually getting 
round us; and, if his army in Portugal 
should not, without loss of time, be com- 
pletely defeated, and even annihilated, 
it will be time for us seriously to look to 
ourselves. The danger is, every hour, 
becoming visibly greater and greater. 
It is hidden, as much as possible, from 
the eyes of the people, by the false- 
hoods of the venal press ; but, those fadse- 
hoods do not stay the danger, which is 
making, and will continue to make, its ap- 
proaches, in spite of the cheats practised 
by~a set of venal writers, and, in spite of 
the stupid blindness of their dupes. 


I am compelled, for want of room, to 
omit several articles, and especially one 
upon the conspiracy in Portugal. ~ 

W™. COBBETT. 
State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 
November 2, 1810, 
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FRENCH ACCOUNT 
Of the Military Operations in Spain and 
Portugal, up to September, 1810. 
| (Concluded from p. 800.) 


NAVARRE. 


General Drouet having sent some troops 
to pursue an assembloge, composed of the 
wrecks of several half destroyed bands, 
killed a great many of them in different 
engagements, and drove them back into 
the province of Soria, from whence they 
were also driven by the column under the 
command of General Raquet, who killed 
$00 of them in two engagements. The 
remains of this collection, which does not 
exceed 500 men have retired to Valencia. 
—There are at present only three smal} 
bands of ten or twelve each in Navarre, 
wandering in the forests and mountains. 


Biscay. 


The weak bands that were in Biscay 
are entirely dispersed, with the exception 
of onevonly, which commits the most hor- 
rible excesses upon the inhabitants. It is 
parsued and will soon cease to exist.—All 
the towns and villages of the three pro- 
vinces of Biscay are forming civic guards 
to preserve that tranquillity which they 


enjey at present, atid to assist our troops 
im case the brigands should again make 
their appearance. 


ASTURIAS. 


Sertempesr.—The Marquisitto had as- 
sembled a bedy of troops at Potes which 
appeared to assume some consistence. 
General Seras was dispatched by General 
Kellerman from Benevente to Potes to dis- 
perse these troops. Marquisitto did not 
deem it advisable to wait his arrival, bat 
made an irruption inte the Asturias, for 
the purpose of attacking General Ben- 
net in Oviedo. On the 14th of Septem- 
ber he was discovered within four leagues 
of that town, at the head of 3,000 men. 
General Bonnet instantly marched to -at- 
tack him, killed 400 men, destroyed his 
cavalry, took upwards of $00 prisoners, 
and dispersed the remainder. 


Oip Castine. 
Seprempea, — Phe .leader of a snail 


band, which was collected’ at Yangas, 


formed by compelling the peasants to join 
him, a corps of 900 foot and 150 horse. 
General Roguet, commanding at Soria, 


marched against him with 1,000 infantry 
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and 300 cavalry. _ On the Cih 
tember, ‘he discovered them ig a 
.before. the Village, and 
charged them. ‘Lheir line was thrown 
into confusien, our cavalry seized the ¢ 
portunity, they were all overwhelmed and 
Cut to pieces... Upwards of 200 men and 
55 officers.were killed; 300 were wound. 
ed, aid several bundreds surrendered. 
‘ Portvucat. 

The English, after having suffered Ciy- 
dad Rodrigo and Almeida to be taken, 
took a position on the fine heights of 
Guarda, and gave out that they intended 
to wait for the French army there. We 
marched against them, and they deemed 
a retreat the most prudent. On the 15th, 
the head-quarters of the Prince of Essling 
were at Viseu. The English army had 
then fallen back four marches, and was at 
Coimbra. 


Spain.—Procrepincs OF THE ContEs— 
Decree against accepting of I'iaces and 
Pensions.—29 Scpt. 1810. 


In the sitting of the Cortes of this day, 
it has been resolved; that none of their 
deputies, whether those, now attending, or 
those that may hereafter be admitted to 
complete their number, shall be permitted 
during the period of their exercising those 
functions, and for a, year afterwards, to %- 
licit or accept for themselves, or to solicat 
for uny other person ashomsoever, any pete 
sion, favour, or reward, er any bonour or 
distinction. whatever, from the teri 
Executive Power, nor from any other go 
vernment. that may hereafier - be uppowted 
under any designation whatsoever. Irom 
this reguiation, lewever, it is understood, 
that those persons be exempted, wlio, {rom 
rank or age, are accustomed to saccee’, 
according to the Rules, or Statutes, which 
are observed in Military, Ecclesiastic, 
Civil Bodies; and, at the same ume, such 
cases as may occur, ia which ex'r : 
nary and confessedly superior services Pe 


‘formed. in behalf of the King and the 


country, may deserve im the opinion “ 
the Certes themselves, a reward aiso . 
traerdinary., The Cortes direct us 
communicate this to , your Excellency: 
that the. Council of Rageery: ei 
the information, may take such E" 
with respect to the pubhe tye 
carry the resolution into us full ae 
God preserve your Excellency oe 
years.—Evaristo Perez DE CastRe; 

sident.—Manvet Luxan, Secretary: 
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PorTvG sL.—— Dispatch from Lord Talavera 
to the Portuenese Government, dated at 
Aleobaca, 5th Oct. 1810. 

The enemy having’moved forward in 
force, his advanced cuard in front of Co- 
snbra, on the afternoon of the 30th ult. 
and morning of the-Ist inst: I conceived 
it time to withdraw the advanced guard of 
the allied army to this side of the river 
Mondego, on the Ist inst. and to continue 
to withdraw the main body of the army.— 
In the retreat of the British cavalry from 
Fornos, Captain Kraukenberg of the 
first regiment of Hussars, and Captain 
Cocks of the 16th Light Dragoons, attacked 
and charged the enemy. In this skirmish 
Captain Kraukenberg was wounded, but I 
am happy to say but slightly.—I con- 
tinued to withdraw this part of the army 
by the roads of Soyte and Pombal, for 
Leiria, near which town it all arrived on 
the $d, and halted during yesterday, the 
advanced posts being at Pombal. General 
Hill retired with his corps, by the road of 
Espinhal, upon Thomar, where he arrived 
yesterday.— The advanced guard of the 
enemy arrived yesterday at Redinha, 

ausing our piquets to retire from Pombal 
owardsevening. Ihavereceived’informa- 

ion that their 8th corps was at Condeixa, 
and their other troops on this side of the 
Mondego. Ihave, in consequence, con- 
tinued to withdraw; arid our ‘advanced 
guard will to-day be‘on this side of Leiria. 
With few exceptions, the troops have 
ontinued to conduct themselves with 
reat regularity, and have not suffered fa- 
igue.—The army is now’ af no great dis- 
ance from the pesition where'l propose 
o receive the enemy’; and continues ani- 
hated “with the best © dispositions. —Bv 
Ht the information I have received, the 
‘my suffers the greatest distresses. 
¢ tmhabitants of the towns’ and’ villages 
ana abandoned their homes ; car- 
gig wah them all that they could transport, 
nd that mizht be useful ions enemy Stil 
y this means, in spite of the habits and 
pet plundering by which the ar- 
leis eye have at all times been 
brivin , they have been prevented ‘from 
Wireig Sey | advantage from the few re- 
rces which the inhabitants of the coun- 
Y may have left; in consequence of the 
as idan of bringing them off.—No- 
om C importance has occufred’ in the 
Pe : ol ate dete bot of 
‘ }- \ i a ast 

“ts from Cadizare dated the a9 of 
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P. S. I have learnt that Generals Grain- 
dorge and Foix, both belonging to the 2d 
corps, were wounded in the action of the 
27ih alt. It is added that the former is 
since dead of his. wounds. 





Encianp.— Prayers and Thanks-giving for 
he abundant Harvest.—Oct. 17, 1810. 


At the Court at Windsor, the 17th of 
October, 1810, present, the King’s fost 
Excellent Majesty in Council.—It is this 
day ordered by his Majesty in Council, 
that his Grace the Lord Archbishop 
of Canterbury do prepare a form of 
Prayer and Thanksgiving to Almighty God 
for the abundant Harvest, to be read im- 
mediately after. the General Thanks- 
giving on Sunday the 18th day of No- 
vember next, and to be continued until 
Sunday the 25th of the same month inclu- 
sive; and it is hereby further ordered, 
that his Majesty’s Printer do forthwith 
print a competent number of the said form 
of Prayer. and Thanksgiving, that the 
same may be forthwith sent round and 
read as above directed in the several 
Churches and Chapels throughout those 
parts of the United Kingdom called Eng- 
land and Ireland.—W.. FAWKENER. 





Napies.Report to the Minister of War. 
Head-quariers at Scilla, Sept. 25, 1810. 


Monseigneur,—I had the honoar of giv- 
ing an account to your Excellency of the 
attack made on the 11th instant, by. the 
English, on the transports of the Division 
of Keserve commanded by General Cavag- 
nac, which were at that period lying at 
anchor in the bay of Pentimele, near Reg- 
gio.—TI now hasten to communicate to you- 
a journal of the events which have taken 
place since that time, up to the 25th in- 
clusively.—On the 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 
and 16th, there was nothing new.—On 
the morning of the 17th, his Majesty hav- 
ing ordered that some troops of his guard 
should recomnoitre a transport-ship.to the 
south of Messina, there issued from the 
port of that city several gun-beats, which 
came to attack them. His Majesty then, 
also, sent several gun-boats to support their 
fire, together with some light vessels filled 
“withtroops, with the design of boarding 
the enemy~The enemy’s vessels then. 
formed in lime, and a very well. 
supported fire on those of his Majesty. 
' The latter advancing in order'ts board, 





mber, Thave; &cy  Weutinerow! not. returnthe. fire, lest their progress. 
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should be thereby retarded; but the ene- [ weakly, off Pentimele, where the division 


my having perceived their design, tacked 
about, and regained with all sail the coast 
of Sicily. The vessels of his Majesty then 
taking the enemy in flank, kept up upon 
him a very brisk cannonade, and a well- 
supported fire of musketry.—His Majesty, 
present at this action, directed al! the 
movements. The enemy’s loss must have 
been considerable.—On the same day, bis 
Majesty having given orders at four in the 
afternoon that all the troops of the army 
should hold themselves in readiness for 
embarkation, each corps was im conse- 
quence placed behind the boats destined 
for its respective transport, for the purpose 
of effecting their embarkation with the 
least delay when the order should be 
given.—At eight in the evening, the order 
for embarkation was given ; the division 
of reserve, eight miles distant from the 
others, did not receive the order till half- 
past nine. The wind, which during the 
whole day had been favourable for this 
expedition, had totally ceased in the chan- 
ne| at nine in the evening ; it still lasied, 
however, at Pentimele, where the channel, 
beginning to widen, affords a freer ap- 
proach to the southerly winds.—The divi- 
sions, Partonneaux and Lamarque were 
embarked at eight in the evening, as well 
asthe Royal Guards; at half-past nine 
the reserve was also embarked, so that at 
ten the whole army was ready to sail : his 
Majesty was himself embarked, together 
with. ail his Stafl.—Detailed instructions 
had been given to each of the Generals 
commanding the divisions and the corps 


of. guards, with regard to the manner: in 


which they were respettively to act, and 
also, after the debarkation, with regard to 
the plan of attack, the only one which 
local circumstances permitted his Majesty 
to adopt: it was perfectly understood ; 
but there was room to regret that it could 
be only partially carried into effect.— 
The Generals commanding in chief the 
Artillery and corps of engineers had also 
received the instructions necessary for 
their service, as well as the head com- 
mandant and director in chief of the ma- 
rine. In short, nothing had been neg- 
lected: by his Majesty to secure the suc- 
cess of such an enterprize; the good 
spirit of the army gave every reason for 
hope.—The wind continued during the 
whole night deficient in that part of the 
channel occupied by the two divisions 
»Partonneaux and Lamarque, and the 
Royal Guards ; but it still blew, though 





of reserve jay at anchor.—Thi 
set sail about half pastten, and arrived 
without meeting the enemy, on the Const 
of Sicily, not at. Scaletta, which was the 
point marked out for its debarkation, (the 
sea-breeze which it fell in with on the 
coast not having permitted it to ascend ¢ 
high), but at Saint Stephano, 4 miles {y,. 
ther to the north, and of course neare; to 
Messina. — All the troops were landed 
and formed in an instant, so as to Jeaye 
nothing to fear from the dispositions which 
the enemy might adopt. All the dispo. 
sitions to.be wished for in: such circup- 
stauces were taken by General Cavagnac, 
—In the mean time the two divisions Par. 
tonneaux and the Guards found then. 
selves constantly destitute of the leas 
breath of wind, and could not execuie 
their movement. His Majesty vainly 
hoped, and waited the whole night in lis 
barge with the most lively impatience, 
for a breeze to fill his sails; the most 
complete calm on the contrary prevailed, 
and lasted til] day break.—=It was far from 
being supposed, that the sea at Pentimele 
was Not subject to the same calm which 
prevailed at the Punta del Pezzo, there 
being only eight miles distance between 
them. It was, therefore, with surprise 
and extreme uneasiness, that his Majesty 
at five in the morning learnt that the div 
sion of reserve had been able to execute 
its movement, and was on the opposite 
shore ; a very brisk firing at the pomto 
its landing confirmed this intelligence, and 
unfortunately the signals agreed updl 
could not. be given,at that hour. But 
as that division bad. orders to retreat, » 
case the two others could not eflect os 
passage ; it saw, at the saine.time, that . 
divisions Partonneaux and Lamarque ¥ 
still on the.Calabrian beach, and Ge 
Cavaynac ordered a return —1n? by 
and an English corvette, followe ji } 

. . mediately 
great numberof scorridors, (mh 
issued from Messina, to attack ee 
voy; buta contrary. wind did no! Pr 
them to execute this design; euch toa 
were obliged to confine themse™” 
fruitless cannonade, — His go re: 
hitherto preserved the hepe tas acheds 
serve division, had returned paid 
and even after having obtained e , 
vantage over the euemy > bat 
lity, which in great enterprise 
pends on the smallest deta 
the transport. ships, after h od 
the troops. which they had on, 


S division 
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$29) 
fted by the darkness of the night to re- 
cain the coast of Calabria, so that a part 
of the troops which they had transported 
1 Sicily, having no longer means of re- 
embarkation, were ‘necessarily left there, 
and in the alair of next day fell into the 
hands of the enemy, after a most vigorous 
defence, which left then: not a single car- 


tridge remaining. —The number of these | 


i- 


nrisomers amounts to from 200 to 250 
{ 


+? r ° + ¥ 
men, all Neapolitan troops; among whom | 


are Colonel d’Ambrosiv, and some su- 


B boltern officers —On the I sth, 19th, 20th, 


and 2ist, nothing new took place.—On 
ihe 22d his Majesty gave orders to the di- 
vision Partonneaux and the Royal Guards 
to embark, aud sail up the Channel, the 


former to Bagnara and the guards to | 


Scilla. These movements were made 
without any loss, though the enemy fired 
anumber of cannoa shots. On the same 
day the division Lamarque replaced the 


division Partonneaux, at the anchorage of 


Pezzo and Canitello—On the 23d, -24th, 
and 25ih, there was nothing new.—]I have 
he honour to salute your Excellency 
vith the highest consideration,—-GrENIER, 
General of Division, Count of the Empire, 
Auefof the Staff 





‘ORTUGAL==— Paris, Oct. 24.—The Gene- 
ral of Division Drouet, Count D’ Erlon, 
commanding the 9th corps, to his highness 
we Prince of Wagram, major-general.— 
ae at Valladolid, Oct. 12, 

310, 


Monseigneur,—I communicated to you 
he day before vesterday the favourable 
ews which I had received from the army 
pf Portugal. I hasten this day to transmit 
> your Highness a letter which I have 
ast received from M. the Intendant Ge- 
eral Lambert who remained at the depét 
ithe army at Viseu. This letter was 
rought me by a Portuguese agent who is 
‘Out service, and who has already given 
»_2erous proofs of zeal. It would appear 
vy the affairs of the army of Portugal 
© going on well. I amon march to 
Pa away the militia who infest the rear 
& ‘© army, and that the Prince of Ess- 

5 May not be obliged to make a-detach- 


at, and may pursue, with all his force, 


; English at the point of the bayonet.— 
* oon as I shall have arrived at Almeida, 


Porson carrying the dispatches of 
ince of Essling is not yet arrived. 


"re, Twill collect all the intelligence, 


hd transmit it to your Highness.—I shall | 


- 
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be at Almeidaon the 15th. Assure his 
Majesty the Emperor, that the 9th corps 
aspires to the glory of not being reduced 
to fight only against militia and brigands; 
I solicit for it, if there is yet time, the ho- 
nour of marching to the advanced posts. 
My four regiments of chasseurs and has- 
sars, by their brilliant uniform and their 
fine appearance, are the admiration of the 
Spaniards, They say, that except the 
Imperial Guards, they have never seen 
such fine troaps. 


Lambert, Intendant General of the Army of 
Portugal, to his Serene Highness major-ge- 
neral the Prince of Neufchatel.—Viseu, 
Ost. 5, 1810. 


Monseigneur,—Conceiving the solici- 
tude of his Majesty the Emperor for his 
army of Portugal, and foreseeing that his 
Majesty can have no news of it for some 
days, because the officer who is the bearer 
of the Prince of Essling’s dispatches, 
containing an account of the success ob- 
tained by the army since its entrance into 
Portugal, is obliged to proceed with the 
prisoners, and by stated marches; I sent 
to General Drouet one of my Portuguese 
emissaries, an intelligent and trust-worthy 
man, to inform your Highness of what has 
passed, and to implore him to hasten his 
march, and to come and clear the country 


| in our rear (balayer nos derriéres). It would 


not be convenient that the Prince of Ess- 
ling should be under the necessity of 
weakening his forces, and detaching a 
partof it for that purpose. We have 
had no affair of great importance since we 
entered Portugal. On the 26th of Sep- 
tember, the Prince encountered the Eng- 
lish army, occupying the mountains and de- 
files of the Mondego, within eight leagues 
of Coimbra, The enemy’s light troops, 
driven back on the 26th, 27th, and 28th, 
abandoned all their positions, which were 
as strong as any in the world. The Prince, 
in consequence, did not attack them’ in 
front; he was satisfied with holding in 
check by his light infantry the English 
army, and he marched with the Duke of 
Abrantes, the cavalry and three-fourths of 
the army, by the route from Coimbra to 
Oporte. . But the English General was al- 
ready in retreat, had repassed the Monde» 
go, and abandoned to us all his fine posi- 
tions, and the resources which the town of 
Coimbra aflords—The army is in excel- 
lent health ; it is abundantly supplied with 
provisions. | ba some regources at 
Viseu. ‘The Hospital is ptentifally sap- 
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plied; there are only 500 wounded, and 
250 sick. No General or Colonel was 
wounded in the battle of Coimbra. 1} am 
informed, but the information is not to be 
relied on, that the General of Brigade Si- 
mou, having attempted with three batta- 
lions of -voiltigeurs, to-carry the Convent 
of Buzaco, was made prisoner with some 
men. 
engaged in this rash enter prise” (échauf- 
fouree), assure me, that the enemy have 
taken but few prisoners; for having re- 
ceived repeated orders neither to atiack 
the Convent, nor to advance, our troops 
had fufl time to fall back.—We have a 
free communication with Coimbra. I am 
informed that our cavalry is already ar- 
rived at Pombal. The stores found at 
Coimbra are considerable.—It appears 
that Lord Wellington calculated upon re- 
maining a long time in his position on the 
Mondego. He had only time to destroy 
part of his magazines. expect this 
evening 190 English, of whom IS are 
officers, As to the Portuguese prisoners, 
we have several thousands of them, and 
find great difficulty in guarding them. 
Unfortunately a great many of them make 
their escape. 





FRanct.—Decree_ issued from the Palace of 
‘Fonteinbleau, Oct, 3, relating to persons 
@: both sexes who are in service as domes- 
tics at Paris, or who wish to become such. 


1. Wittrin the month following the pro- 
mulgation of the present Decree, all indi- 
viduals of both sexes who at present are 
or who wish to be engaged in service by 
the year, month, or even day, as domes- 
tics under whatever denomination, in our 
good city of Paris, shali be inscribed in 

s,. 'witich. shalt be pointed out by 
tie Prefect of Police, either upon their 
own declarations, ov upon the statements 
and. verifications which the Commissaries 
of Potice shall be bound to make, under 
the penalty of an imprisonment, not ex- 

ding three months nor less than eight 
days: There shall be delivered to each 
sdividual thas inseribed, a card bearing 
his Cliristian mame and surname, place of 
bitth, his employnient, his description, 
wiiether married.or not, and also pointing 
eut. the: master whonvhe serves.—2. Those 


who serve as domestics by the: 
sols sar cnke matteo 
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domicile to the Prefecture of Police shall 
be obliged te produce the masier of 
furnished hotel, or some other habe 
keeper, who may be answerable for them 
under the penalty contained in the ith 
article. —3. No one is permitted to receive 
or take into his service any domestic net 
provitied with a card of inscription: the 
ad . ° 3 
satd card shall remain in the hands of the 
master.—4. He whom a domestic leaves 
shal] address the card of inscription to the 
Prefecture of Police, having first inserted 
the day of departure. ‘The domestic shall 
be bound to repair to the Prefecture with 
m 48 hours, and make declaration whether 
he means tv continue to serve, or take un 
some other employment, under the pe- 
nalty of an imprisonment, which shall not 
exceed four days mor be less than 24 
hours. The card shall be retarned to 
him, signed according to his declaration, 
and if the master has neglected to send it, 
the office of the Prefecture shall require 
bim to send it, or shall give anew one.—5. 
No oneshall take adomestic inte his service, 
unless the card of inscription presented 
him hasbeen signed at the Prefecture of Po- 
lice.—6. Domestics are forbidden to hire 
any chambers or closets without the know- 
ledge of their masters, and unless they have 
given notice of the same to the Commis 
sary of Police, of the division where the 
‘said chambers ‘or closets are situated, un- 
der the penalty of an imprisonment which 
shal] not excced three months nor be les 
than eight days. Proprietors or principal 
tenants are also prohibited from letting 
or subletting to them any chamber oF 
closet, without having made declaration 
of the same to the Commissary of Police, 
under the penalty of a fine, which shall 
not exceed 160° francs nor be. less than 
20.—7th. Every dontestic out of place 
‘more than a montlr, and who cannot g'¢ 

a satisfactory account of his means ot % 
sistence, shall be obliged to depart irom 
our good city of Paris, if he isnot ™ 
thorised to reside there, under pat © 
being arrested and punished as 4 — 
| bond.—8: Fhere shall always be at 
office established by the ner . 
| Police, an officer of police, eon 
receive every complaint of domestic ™ ' 





‘to order pursuit without delay, * 
take all measures necessary for discovering 


the trators, 
a (To be continued. ) 
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